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Constructing a Friendly Environment for Kinship Placement of Children
and Adolescents

Shu-Ju Hou

Abstract
Cases of child and adolescent abuse have been increasing over the recent years, but
non-home care model is regarded as the last resort for protecting children and adolescents.
Kinship placement is not a new model and has a long history of practice internationally. In
Taiwan, although kinship placement has been legally supported and practiced for nearly 13
years and generally highly approved, it has not been actively promoted. Based on literature
review, this paper summarized the current situation of those in kinship placement, the
advantages and disadvantages of kinship placement, recommendations for setting kinship
placement conditions, qualifications and caregiver assessment, placement support and
services, inclusion of caregivers as members of a professional team, and family
reorganization plans to enable the kinship placement model to meet practical needs. By
offering caregivers relevant support, placements can be more diversified to better address

the needs of children and adolescent development.
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